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There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5  one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; 6  one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. Eph. 5.4-6 (NKJV)

If there is but one faith; why are there many churches? What’s happened to the church that it is
divided? What’s happened to the church that it doesn’t look pure?

Where does faith come from? 
(Romans 10:17 (NKJV):  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. )

Where does disunity come from?
Matthew 13:24-32 (NKJV) 

Another parable He put forth to them, saying: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed
in his field; 25but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way. 26But
when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared. 27So the servants of the owner
came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?' 28He said to
them, 'An enemy has done this.' The servants said to him, 'Do you want us then to go and gather them up?' 29But
he said, 'No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them. 30Let both grow together
until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather together the tares and bind
them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn." ' Mt. 13.24-30 

What are the tares (bad seed) that are sown with the Word of God; Who is responsible for it? Is it
God’s field or the devil’s? Does the devil’s seed come from the church or the world? Does the
devil’s seed come from the Church or the world? Are people also saved where there is error (devil’s
seed) taught? Are the tares still dangerous? When? Will there be unbelievers in the church? Should
they be eliminated? Should they be allowed to ‘sow their seed’? How is good seed and bad seed
discerned? Which does God command be preached in his church?

 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which
a man took and sowed in his field, 32which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it
is greater than the herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches."
Mt. 13.31-32

Will God use his Word in the midst of error to do great things? 



From the First Issues of Der Lutheraner from C.F.W. Walther

   So now you’re asking, in what sense are we actually calling ourselves Lutherans? To this we offer this brief
reply: By this nothing else is being expressed, but that we are Christians, who maintain that the doctrine that
has been brought out of God’s Word into the light of day in this last age through the service of Luther is true.
Whoever confesses this doctrine with his mouth, we call a Lutheran. But we only regard as true Lutherans
those who also have believed it from the heart through the working of the Holy Ghost and hold the
mystery of faith in a pure conscience. A true Lutheran and a true Christian, the Lutheran Church and
the Christian church, God’s Word and Luther’s Doctrine, all of this is, therefore, one and the same for
us.. . . . . . .. 
   We are in no way so fanatic and so confined in the knowledge of the invisible kingdom of Christ, that we
think that it only consists of those who are called Lutherans. Oh no! Even for that reason our church is so great
and majestic to us, exactly because we cling to this tenet with our whole-hearted agreement ....
   The Lutheran Church is, first of all, not confined to those who have born this name from their youth or even
those who received it later in life. Everyone who without lying submits to the whole written Word of God and
bears the true faith on our dear LORD JESUS Christ in his heart and confesses it before the world, to him we
extend a hand, consider him as part of our family of faith, as our brother in Christ, as a member of our
church, as a Lutheran, amongst whatever sect he may be hidden and may be taken prisoner. We know
full well that God can preserve for himself thousands of his children even where everything seems to be
entangled in the worship of Baal (1 Kings 19.9-18). We know that the Word of God is so powerful that children
of God are even born where this Word is only very sparse and is preached mixed in with all kinds of human
teaching, yes, that Christ rules in the midst of his foes (Ps. 110.2). Therefore we condemn no man, no matter
what he is called, but rather only proclaim the verdict of God: “Whoever believes and is baptized shall be
saved, whoever does not believe will be condemned.” But it is another question when someone asks: How
is the church recognized and how does she become visible? That’s something different than “Who is the
church?” To the first question we answer: She is recognized by the pure preaching of the divine Word and by
the right use of the holy Sacraments. To the other question: The church is the assembly of believers. (See
Augs. Conf. Art 7 & 8) That’s why our forefathers say this in the introduction to the Symbolical books of the
ev. Luth. Church:“With the condemnation, exposing and rejection of false, impure doctrines, especially
treating the article of the LORD’s Supper, – we do not mean by this the people who err out of naivete and who
do not blaspheme the truth of the divine Word, but much less do we mean whole churches – but rather it only
intends here the false and misleading doctrines and those stubborn teachers and blasphemers who hold them
– they are actually the ones being rejected – since we entertain no doubt at all that many pious and innocent
people are also to be found in the Churches that have not up until now agreed with us in all things, who walk
in the simplicity of their hearts, do not understand the matter rightly and take no pleasure at all in the
blasphemies against the holy LORD’s Supper and who hopefully, when they are rightly instructed in the 
doctrine, through the leading of the Holy Ghost to the infallible truth of the divine Word, will turn to us and
join our churches and schools.” With this in mind it says in the Apology of the Augsburg Confession in the 13th

Article: On the Cloistered Orders, “We do not say this of them all. There may be a few in the cloisters who
know the holy Gospel of Christ, and do not seek salvation in their traditiones (human institutions).” So also
Luther is in unanimous agreement with this in his private writings. He shows not only that God had preserved
for himself a holy remnant of his children, a holy church, in the dark ages of the universal rule of the pope,
but rather that even up until now, after the dawning of the Gospel’s light through the Reformation, rightly
fashioned souls were held captive in the bands of the papacy, who are members of the true church. To cite
but one witness, he says in his commentary on the book of Genesis (28.17): “The pope and his adherents are
not the church. But when the retort is given us: Don’t they still have baptism and the LORD’s Supper, etc.? I
reply thus: Those who have the pure Word and baptism belong to us and the true church. But those who
have, along with that, the churchly pomp of human commandments, are not the church. Even if they certainly
have baptism and the text of the Gospel, they have it yet in vain.”  Luther also gives the same verdict of honest
people who remain in external fellowship with the other sects. He writes in his letter:  On the Anabaptists
(Luther’s Works, Halle, XVII. 2675): “Yet we must confess that the enthusiasts have God’s Word in other
articles and whoever hears and believes it from them will be saved even though they are profane heretics and
blasphemers of Christ.” 
   Therefore, careful Lutheran theologians have never denied this principle, that those who call themselves
by that name are not the only Lutherans. They’ve always taught that there are uncountable numbers who
bear this name, who only discredit that name and prove by their fleshly way of life that they are no
members of the true church, no members of the spiritual body of JESUS Christ, no true Christians; and
that, on the other hand, there are an uncountable number who, indeed, were never called Lutheran,
and who yet were true Christians and, therefore, true Lutherans in deed and truth. ...

   But even so little do we also believe that the church which we want to belong to is confined to any
particular land or to a particular time. We much rather confess with the name “Lutheran” the true
catholic (universal) and apostolic church, which doctrine Luther had preached. The first concern here 

In the heart = hidden? Who is it?

Synonyms: Christian/Lutheran Church
Christian/Lutheran Faith 

Invisible kingdom is not bounded by a
denominational name or any border of time or
place. . . .

The One church is not confined to those called
Lutheran but embraces all who believe in
Christ even where they are hidden under false
doctrine in false Churches where sufficient
doctrine remains to impart faith.

True Christians are imprisoned in sects by the
lies attached to the Gospel and by the exclusive
claims of their leaders. You can’t leave; we’re
the only Church that saves...

We do not condemn those who believe
wrongly from lack of proper instruction; but
those who defend false doctrine against clear
Scriptural teaching.

The pope and his adherents are not the church;
but there are true Christians in hid Church by
God’s extreme grace.



is definitively witnessed in our public confessional writings: “This comforting article has been written in the
Creed: ‘I believe one catholic, universal Christian church,’ by which no one may think that the church has
been bound to this or  that country, kingdom or status, like any other external political force, as the pope in
Rome wants to say. Rather it remains most certainly true that the groups and the people who are the true
church are scattered in the world from where the sun rises to where it sets, who truly believe in Christ, who
then have one Gospel, one Christ, one sort of Baptism and Sacrament, who are ruled by one Holy Ghost, even
if they observe different ceremonies.” (See Augsburg Confession 7.) Luther bears witness to the same thing
when he says: “Christianity is not only amongst the Roman Church or the pope, but in all the world. As the
prophets proclaimed that Christ’s Gospel should come into all the world (Ps. 2.19), that Christianity is thus
scattered physically amongst the Papacy, Turks, Persians, Tartars, and everywhere, but is spiritually assembled
in one Gospel and faith under one head which is JESUS Christ.” (See the appendix to the Great Confession of
1528.) We can’t just quote one passage from Luther, and thereby open the door to accusing him of being
estranged from the church by a sectarian view of the same. He says this about Gal. 1.2: “So this is why the
church is altogether holy, even in places where the enthusiasts and fanatics are ruling together, but only so
far as they have not altogether denied and rejected the Word and Sacrament. For those who completely and
utterly deny these things are no longer church. But where the Word and Sacrament substantially remain, there
also  remains the one holy church, and it doesn’t matter, even if the Anti-Christ himself also rules there. He
is not in the devil’s pulpit, nor a pig stye, nor in the midst of a group of unbelievers, but at the most noble and
holy location, that is, ‘in the temple of God,’ 2 Thess. 2.4. From this it is certain and obvious that God’s temple
must be and remain even under a spiritual tyrant, who rules and rages there. For everywhere, even under
those tyrants, true faith is found. So the short and sweet answer to this question is that the church is
everywhere in the whole world, only where are the Gospel and the Sacraments. But Jews, Turks, enthusiasts
and fanatics or heretics are not the church, for they deny and remove these things.”
   But what applies to this confining of place also applies to time. So long as there has been an orthodox
church on earth, there has also been the Lutheran Church. She is (as strange as that sounds) as old as the
world, for she has no other doctrine than the patriarchs, prophets and apostles had received from God and
preached. Certainly the name Lutheran first arose 300 years ago, but not what is signified by the name. So as
often, therefore, as the question is to put to us: ‘Where was the Lutheran church before Luther?’ It’s so easy
to answer: She was everywhere that there were Christians, who believed in JESUS Christ and his holy Word
from their hearts, and would not let themselves be dissuaded from this faith, which alone saves, by any
human institutions or who finally in their tribulation in death still also took their refuge in him. That our
doctrine is not new, but had been confessed in all places well before Luther, is even conceded us by the
Roman Catholics, though they don’t mean to. That is, they have constantly thrown it in our faces that the 
Lutheran doctrine is just the warmed over heresy of the Waldensians, Albigensians and the Hussites. But as
ancient and widely spread as those doctrines had been, and what their supposed heresies consisted of, is
described by a certain Neinerius, who had first pretended to be a Waldensian, then was ordained and finally
became the general inquisitor against the heresy. He relates:
   “Among all the sects that are or have been, there is none so destructive to the church (that is, the papacy)
than the Paupers of Lyon (called Waldensians), and, indeed, for three reasons. First, because there is no
heresy that is more ancient than this. For some say that it has existed since the time of Sylvester, others that
it comes from the age of the apostles. Second, because there is none so widespread as this. For there is hardly 
any country where this sect should not have snuck in unnoticed. Third, because all the others with their
obvious sin inflame people to abhor God, only the sect of the Waldensians and the Lugduners, to the contrary,
have a great appearance of piety, as they live uprightly before people and believe what is right about God, and
accept all of the articles of faith that are contained in the symbolic books. Only they blaspheme the Roman
Church and hate her, and say that she is the church of godlessness and of whoredom, who in the Revelation
sits upon the beast, also that she apostasized under Sylvester, when the poison of temporal, worldly concerns
had insinuated themselves into the church. They also say that the papacy is at the head of all heresies and is
filled with lust for power and money.”
  So here a Roman Catholic himself admits that there have always been these witnesses for the apostolic faith
and against the anti-apostolic papacy, and they confess that Luther had only brought forth the doctrine of the
witnesses to the truth once more, so that those witnesses themselves obviously confess that the Lutheran
church even preceded Luther and had its members even smack dab in the middle of the papacy. For the
church does not depend upon her name, but the church depends on her doctrine...


