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Something on the Custom of also Inviting

Those who had not Done Penance to Take

Part in the holy LORD’s Supper

________

“I would rather lose m y  o w n body and

life than allow the body of the LORD to be given

to anyone unworthily and would sooner shed

m y  own blood than sanction h i s  most holy

blood be given to one who is unworthy.”

Chrysostom (Hom. 83 in Matthew)

No few preachers in this country, so

often as they set out to celebrate the holy

LORD’s Supper have the habit of first turning to

all who have gathered to invite all to partake,

and this even includes those present who are

members of other confessions. This is

especially employed by today’s German

Methodist preachers as a means to find

entrance amongst the dispersed German

Protestants living here. The latter have often

had to do without the public preaching of the

Word and receiving the holy LORD’s Supper

for years. Now a Methodist preacher suddenly

comes into their isolated area and he not only

preaches to him but also doesn’t have any

scruples at all about offering the LORD’s

Supper to them, and to receive each one of

them, no questions asked. He thereby very

quickly wins the people over to himself. He

uses the holy LORD’s Supper as his bait, that is,

as an easy means of enticing souls into the

net of his enthusiasm (Schwaermeri) and

sectarianism. But there might even be many

so-called “L u t h e r a n ” preachers following

the same Praxis (practice)! We have,

unfortunately!, had it brought to our attention

that no few preachers who call themselves

Lutheran (thinking that this would be truly

evangelical), once they have prepared the

holy table for the administration of the

Sacrament now beckon all who can to come

to this deposit of grace, even without having

their faith and lives examined. Yes, it is to be

feared that many do this out of impure

motives, in order to be seen by all the

different parties as truly being men who are

“loving and big hearted” and to be praised as

such. It is to be feared that many therefore 

account everyone worthy of the holy

Sacrament and even openly give it to those

who are godless, since they even want to be

thought well of by the godless and do not

want to bear the burden of the world’s scorn

and hatred and don’t want to do anything at

all to lose their lucrative pastorate. For it is

obviously true: In the whole care of souls

there is practically nothing that a faithful

servant of the church sees as a greater need

than to be conscientious when it comes to

admission to the holy LORD’s Supper. When a

rightly believing Lutheran preacher is given a

new congregation, and he does not want to

immediately allow any member of the same

to the table of the LORD until he has spoken to

each individual and has determined from

each one’s own mouth that he knows what

the holy LORD’s Supper is, that he

acknowledges that he is a poor sinner, that he

believes in his heart God’s Word, that he

deeply longs for grace and the forgiveness of

sins in Christ’s blood, that he also has an

earnest intention to follow Christ in leading a

holy life, unblemished by the world, and the

like, in this he might immediately meet strong

opposition that seldom then results in

anything but an ensuing schism so that he

often sees he might have not other option

than to  immediately hit the road as he’s being

accused as if he had wanted to lord it over the

congregation!

So then? Is it right for a preacher to rather

suffer all those sorts of things, yes even to

prefer to lose his office, than to have to allow

everyone to the holy LORD’s Supper without

examination? Is the liberality of many

preachers in this country today in this regard

really so worthy of blame? We answer: Yes!

But to be able to judge rightly about this, it is

first necessary to bear in mind how this

actually relates to the holy Supper.

This requires a totally different

consideration than how we treat the

preaching of God’s Word. Namely, the Word

is not only given to sustain a believer in his

faith, but rather also to first awaken a sinner

from his slumber of sin, to bring him to an

awareness of his sins, to repentance and faith,

and to convert him. Surely without the Word

all this would be impossible. So obviously no

one can or should be turned away from the

preaching of the Word, for that would be

called barring to him the only door of grace.

But that is not the case with the holy LORD’s

Supper. One is not first brought to repentance

and faith by that, but is only thereby

strengthened in it. Through this means one

does not receive grace for the first time or

become a Christian, but rather the grace that

should be received through the Word is

thereby sealed and he is sustained, defended

and strengthened in his Christianity. This food

must not first awaken a person to life from

God, but rather when he has already become

spiritually alive he must be fed and refreshed.

Therefore whoever would receive the holy

LORD’s Supper worthily and for his salvation

must have previously come to repentance and

faith. He must have already received grace

and become a true Christian, must already be

previously awakened to life from God and

born again.1 Therefore the holy LORD’s Supper

should only be received by one who has

already become a child of God through the

water of rebirth, that is, through holy Baptism,

just as in the OT only those were permitted to

receive the Passover lamb who had been

received into the divine covenant of grace by

circumcision. Receiving the holy LORD’s

Supper in and of itself does one no good as it

much rather depends on how one receives it.

   1
L u t h e r  writes about his in his Church Postls: “As Christ

had also acted as he sent preachers among all the people en
masse and as also the apostles had later acted, so that all had
heard it, both believers and unbelievers, so that whoever
wanted it, wanted it, that’s what we must also do. But the
sacrament must not be cast so amongst the people en masse
as the papists have done. Whenever I preach the Gospel I
don’t know whom it impacts. Bu t  h e r e  I  m u s t  m a k e
s u r e  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p a c t i n g  the one who comes to the
sacrament. There I must not be struck into doubt but rather
be sure that the one whom I give the sacrament has grasped
the Gospel and believes rightly, just as whenever I might
baptize someone I must be sure the one who receives it
should not doubt what he’s receiving nor I have any doubts
about the one being baptized there.” (On Easter: On the
Reception of the holy Sacrament)
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It is not like a medicine that only needs to be

ingested so that it works. It is much more like

a treasure chest whose treasures are only

able to be taken, grasped and held tightly by

the hand of faith. Indeed, whoever has no

faith also receives the actual and whole

sacrament, namely, he does not receive mere

bread and wine with his mouth, but rather

really and truly, in, with, and under these

elements the body and blood of JESUS Christ

as a precious pledge of grace and forgiveness.

But he gets absolutely nothing of the blessing

for the salvation of his soul that lies therein.

For what good does even a precious and

valuable pledge of a man do, and how can it

serve to assure a man of something, if he

does not believe it pledges anything precious

and valuable? – So whoever receives the holy

LORD’s Supper without the legitimate faith

and, therefore, unworthily, will not only not

partake of the grace laid therein, but rather he

will find instead of grace – wrath, instead of

blessing – a curse; he will, as St. Paul writes,

“be guilty of the body and blood of the LORD.

He eats and drinks judgement upon himself

thereby, since he does not discern the body of

the LORD.” So the sins are terrible that they

commit and the destruction fearful that those

heap upon themselves who eat the holy

LORD’s Supper unworthily. And those who say:

“Isn’t it great that all those people came up for

communion,” reveal thereby the sad state of

their knowledge of this holy sacrament.

The other thing characteristic of the holy

LORD’s Supper, and most important in this

sacrament, is that it is integrally bound to the

character, to the field banner, to the seal of

doctrine. In whatever church therefore a

person takes part in the holy LORD’s Supper,

he is confessing that Church and her doctrine.

No more intimate fraternal fellowship exists

than in the fellowship one receives in the holy

LORD’s Supper. “For,” says the holy Apostle,

“as often as you eat of this bread and drink of

this cup, you must proclaim the LORD’s death

‘till he come,” 1 Cor. 11.26, and : “It is one loaf

so we are one body, since we are all

partakers of the one loaf,” 1 Cor. 10.17. So

there is a great distinction between one’s

hearing a sermon once in a foreign churchly

fellowship and his partaking in the celebration

of the holy LORD’s Supper. Sermons can be

heard at times, perhaps to become

acquainted with the doctrine of some party,

without thereby taking part in false worship.

On the other hand, Communion is an act of

confession. If one communes in a foreign

Church, by his action he is joining the same, is

standing up as a witness to her doctrine and

declaring that the members of the same are

his brothers and sisters in faith.

Now having explained all that, how is the

custom to be regarded of inviting to the

celebration of the holy LORD’s Supper

everyone who is present without distinction

and without allowing for their being

examined? When those preachers who

themselves do not believe that the body and

blood of the Son of God are present in the

holy LORD’s Supper and are received by all

who commune do this, preachers who regard

the holy LORD’s Supper as a mere memorial

meal, as a mere ceremony, as do the

Reformed, the Methodists and most of the

Unionist - Evangelicals; this is all quite natural.

But when those who want to be Lutheran

preachers do that, and who are convinced of

the truth of the Lutheran doctrine of the holy

LORD’s Supper, this is most irresponsible.

Such preachers first act against the

command of God: “Do not become partakers

in the sins of others.” 1 Tim. 5.22. For whoever

can impede sins and not only does not do so,

but himself promotes it, he makes himself a

partaker of their sin. Now if those preachers

could just as well often hinder that frightful sin

of unworthily receiving the holy LORD’s

Supper, but they rather promote those sins

through their frivolous invitations so they even

encourage them, oh, what great

accountability will they bear for that someday!

How terrified they will be someday when God

will reckon to their own account all the guilt

against the body and blood of Christ which

those unrepentant and falsely believing

people, admitted by them with no

examination, have heaped upon themselves.

Luther writes in his instructions for the church

visitations: “No one should be admitted to the

sacrament unless he is heard individually by

his parson as to whether he is fit to go to the

holy sacrament. For St. Paul says, 1 Cor. 11.27,

that they are guilty of the body and blood of

Christ who receive it unworthily. N o w  n o t

o n l y  i s  t h e  s a cr a m e n t  d i s h o n o r e d  b y

t h o s e  r e c e i v i n g  i t  u n w o r t h i l y ,  b u t

r a t h e r  a l s o  b y  t h o s e  w h o  n e g l i g en t l y

g i v e  i t  t o  t h e  u n w o r t h y .”

To this we add that a preacher thereby

sins especially severely since through this he

makes himself an unfaithful, careless,

unscrupulous care giver (Seelsorger) of souls. 

That Word of the LORD in the prophet Ezekiel

3.17,18 applies to every single preacher: “Son

of Man, I have set you as a watchman over the

house of Israel. You shall hear the Word from

out of my mouth and be warned for my sake.

When I tell the godless: You must die. And

you do not remind him and don’t tell him this,

so that you defend the godless against his

godless ways so he might live, then the

godless will die for the sake of his sins, b u t  I

w i l l  r e q u i r e  h i s  b l o o d  f r o m  y o u r

h a n d .” Further, the Word of the LORD spoken

to Peter in Mt. 16.10 applies to each and every

preacher: “I will give you the keys of the

kingdom of heaven. Everything that you bind

on earth shall also be bound in heaven. And

everything that you will loose on earth shall be

loosed in heaven.” The apostolic Word

applies to all preachers: “Be diligent to show

yourself before God as a rightly fashioned and

blameless laborer w h o  r i g h t l y  d i v i de s

t h e  W o r d  o f  t r u t h . And rebuke the unruly

if God would grant them repentance to

acknowledge the truth and be taken again

from the devil’s cords by which they are

captive to his will.” (2 Tim. 2. 15, 25, 26) It says

of all rightly fashioned preachers: “They watch

over souls as those who must give account for

them.” Heb. 13.17. Of all this that is obligatory

for a preacher as a care taker of souls

(Seelsorger), those who also allow everyone

the holy LORD’s Supper without examination

do the exact opposite. He should announce to

the godless: “You must die,” but by allowing

everyone to the table of grace he is saying to

him, “You shall live.” He should bind the

unrepentant but he looses them. He should

rebuke the unruly so they come to

repentance, but he says they are righteous, so

they only become more hardened. He should

keep watch over souls, and he proves that he

is a “silent dog,” as Isaiah 56.10 says, “that

won’t bark, is lazy, lies down and wants to

sleep.” He should help souls out of sins and

condemnation, but he strengthens them in

their unrepentance, and only buries them

deeper in their sins, God’s wrath, death, hell

and damnation.  Oh most certainly, even if a

preacher is, apart from this, most diligent, if

he does not protect souls, as much as it

depends on him, so they do not receive the

sacrament unworthily, then this one thing is

enough to make him reprehensible and bring

upon him the heavy judgement of being a

hireling, an unfaithful care taker of souls, as

one who destroys souls. Therefore Luther

writes in his incomparable Admonition to the

Parsons to Preach against Usury from the year

1540: “If such usurers want to rail at you

because you do not absolve them nor

administer the sacrament to them nor bury

them. . . then say: It is forbidden me, primarily

by God, to regard any usurer as a Christian. . .

So also why should I put my soul on the line

for you and to you, and condemn myself on

account of your sin, for your being such a

money grubber. . .It wouldn’t even do you any

good, and would damn me, if I would thus

absolve you. For God and the emperor still do

not accept this in their justice. Therefore

repent and do the right thing. If not, you can

just as well simply go to the devil without me

and my absolution than that you should

doubly go to the devil with my absolution and

take me along with you, without making me

guilty along with you. No, sir, you go ahead, I’ll

stay here. I am not a parson so that I can go

along with everyone to the devil but rather to

bring everyone with me to God.”
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But certainly a preacher must also bear

in mind that he has been placed by God as a

“Steward of the mysteries of God.” 1 Cor. 4.1.

But a steward cannot cause disorder or use

what is entrusted him according to his whims

without a severe accountability. He must

much rather use them according to the

instructions he’s received for carrying out his

office. But we preachers have only one such

direction, and, indeed, a most applicable

instruction for the legitimate administration of

the holy sacrament in the holy Scripture. Clear

words therein prescribe for us who is to be

admitted and who is not. Christ says, among

other things: “You shall not throw holy things

to the dogs, and you shall not cast pearls

before swine lest they trample the same with

their feet and turn and rip you to pieces.” Mt.

7.6. Further, Christ says: “If he will not hear

the church then regard him as a heathen and

a tax collector.” Further, St. Paul writes: “If

anyone among you claims to be a brother and

is a whore monger, or greedy, or an idolater,

or a blasphemer, or a drunkard or a thief;

w i t h  s u c h  a  o n e  d o  n o t  e v e n  e a t .

Expel from among you the wicked. 1 Cor.

5.11,13. The same apostle writes further: “And

if anyone is not obedient to our word, note

that person and have nothing to do with him.”

2 Thess. 3.14. Finally, John writes in his

second letter: “So if anyone approaches you

and does not bring this doctrine do not

receive him in your home and don’t even

greet him. For whoever greets him makes

himself a partaker in his evil deeds.” (v. 10,11;

cf. 2 Thess. 3.6; Rom. 16.17; 1 Tim. 6.3-5, 2

Tim. 3.1-5; Tit. 3.10,11; 2 Cor. 6.14-18)

According to that Christians should not

consort with any manifest sinner, with any

one who despises the Christian congregation,

with anyone who will not let himself be

chastened, or with any unbelievers or those

with false faith, as if they were standing with

them in a fraternal fellowship of faith. So then

this gives every preacher a fitting instruction

that gives him God’s Word on the

administration of the sacrament, for it is

manifest according to God’s Word that all

those whom the Christians do not hold in

fraternal fellowship in faith and whom they

must exclude from amongst themselves

should also not be allowed to receive the

sacrament, by which the most intimate

fraternal fellowship of faith is expressed and

established. So what are those preachers

doing who admit all without distinction? They

prove themselves to be unfaithful, frivolous

stewards over God’s mysteries, they seize God

in his office and promote themselves to be

lords over his holy sacrament, when they are

only his servants. Woe to them, if in time this

does not occur to them, for ever and ever! A

day will come when they will have to repent

this in terror, that they have destroyed his

goods and they have abused them for their

own impure goals. Then the LORD will

summon them before him and cry out to

them: “What is this I’ve heard about you? Give

an accounting of your stewardship, for you

can no longer be my steward.” Luke 16.

But some might now be saying, what

should a preacher do in order to satisfy his

conscience? On this I will now let our Luther

speak here. Namely, this man writes on this in

his paper: A Christian Manner of Going to the

LORD’s Table from the year1523: “In this one

must employ his manner, or follow the order

that applies to Baptism, namely, that first he

present himself to the bishop or parson,

whoever they are, if he wants to receive the

sacrament so that he might learn their names,

and might know what kind of life they lead.

Then, if they request it, he should not yet

admit them until they have given an answer

for their faith and especially the appropriate

answers to the questions as to whether they

understand what the sacrament is, what it

gives and why it’s needed, and for what use

they employ it, namely, if they are able to say

by heart the words of institution and their

meaning, and show that they are going to the

LORD’s table for the sake of their sins, with a

troubled conscience or a fear of death or

plagued with other tribulations of the flesh,

the world or the devil, so that they hunger and

thirst to receive the Word of grace and

salvation from the LORD himself through the

office of the servant so they are comforted

and strengthened; as Christ has given and

instituted such things out of inexpressible love

in the LORD’s Supper with these Words: Take

and eat, etc.

“But I would think it would be enough

that one who desires the sacrament would be

questioned and examined in this way once

per year, yes he might have such good

understanding that he might only need to be

questioned once in his whole life, or not ever

be questioned at all. For by this order we want

to guard against the worthy and the unworthy

running together to the table of the LORD, as

we had previously seen in the papacy, where

people didn’t want anything but only to

receive the sacrament. But of faith, comfort

and the right use and need for the sacrament

they had neither spoken nor heeded, yet, they

even had expended every effort to bury the

Words of the sacrament, namely, the bread of

life. Yes, in the height of thoughtlessness in

this they tried to by pass them altogether so

those who received the sacrament were

doing the work and that for the sake of the

work’s own worthiness it would be good, and

not that it preserved and strengthened faith

through the wealth of Christ. But we want

those who don’t know how to answer about

the matters mentioned above to, by all

means, be excluded and kept away from the

sacrament as those who are not wearing

wedding garments.

“Then, when the parson or bishop sees

they understand all this, he should also

thereupon shift his attention to whether they

prove their faith and knowledge by their life

and their customs – for even Satan

understands all these things and can also

speak of them – that is, if he sees a whore

monger, a divorced person, a drunk, a

gambler, a usurer, a gossip or any others

backsliding into some other public sin, those

he must certainly exclude from the LORD’s

Supper, t i l l  h e  t h e n  p r o v e  w i t h

i n d i s p u t a b l e  s i g n s  t h a t  h e  h a s

c h a n g e d  a n d  i m p r o v e d  h i s  l i f e .  But

others who occasionally fall and return from

their fall, saddened by the fact they have

fallen, should not only not be denied the

sacrament but they should be informed that it

was instituted just for this purpose, that they

be thereby refreshed and strengthened. For

we all fail in many and various ways, James

3.2, and we rightfully bear each other’s

burdens, since one is burdensome to others,

Gal. 6.2. But I am speaking here of

blasphemers who sin unabashedly without

shame and brag no less about how great is

the Gospel.

“I still maintain on secret (private-)

confession before Communion, as I have

previously taught, that it is neither necessary

nor should it be demanded, but is useful and

in no way to be despised.” (See Luther’s

Works Halle ed., X, 2764 – 67)

Besides what Luther declares here in

private, we also find this in our public,

confessional writings. For example it says in

the 25th Article of the Augsburg Confession:

“This custom is retained among us, that the

sacrament is not to be given those who are

not previously examined and absolved.”

Further, in the Apology in the 15th Article:

“Among us the people use the holy sacrament

every Sunday willingly, not by force, who are

first examined if they’ve been instructed in

Christian doctrine, if they know or are familiar

with the Our Father, the Creed, the Ten

Commandments. “


